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Wandin Yallock News 
A TRADITION OF CARING & EXCELLENCE IN EDUCATION 

TERM 4 13th December 2018 No.39 
 

 TERM PLANNER Notices Sent Out  Due Back 

DECEMBER  2018 Essential Education Items Letter NOW 

Fri. 14th  Christmas Family Picnic 6pm start “Ink” Production USB Order Form NOW 

Mon. 17th  3D Arts 9.30-11.30 with Year 6’s Parent Payments 2019 21/12/18 

 Parent Helpers Morning Tea 11am 2018 Concert DVD Order Form 20/12/18 

Thurs. 20th  2018 Graduation Lunch 12.45pm Year 6 Last Day Excursion 20/12/18 

 2018 Graduation Assembly 2.30pm   

Fri. 21st  Year 6 Day Out   

 End of Term 4 (1.00pm assembly 1.30pm finish)   

2019    

JANUARY    

Tues. 29th Teachers start back (No students required at school)   

Wed. 30th Curriculum Day (No students required at school)   

Thurs. 31st  All F-6 Students start back   

CCCCreativity, reativity, reativity, reativity, AAAAchievement, chievement, chievement, chievement, RRRRespect, espect, espect, espect, IIIIntegrity, ntegrity, ntegrity, ntegrity, NNNNurture, urture, urture, urture, GGGGrowthrowthrowthrowth    
Dear parents, students and friends,  
While there is just over a week to go until the end of the year, things are not 
slowing down here at Wandin Yallock! This week we held our very successful 
orientation day for new 2019 Foundation students and a transition session for all 
the other students, who met with their new classmates and new teachers. It was 
great to be able to introduce our three new teaching staff to the students – Mrs 
Nicole De Angelis will be teaching 2/3 alongside Mr Ben Straughair who will be 
teaching 3/4. Mrs Libby Davidson will be teaching F/1 alongside Miss Harvey. Ms 
Myring will continue in the 5/6 area. Our three new staff all have experience in 
other school settings and are sure to become real assets to our school 
community.  
 

Teachers have now finished writing reports, which once again were full of 
examples of fantastic students’ achievement and growth. All students should be proud of their efforts throughout the year. These reports 
will go home towards the end of next week.  
 

Thanks to the small number of families who completed the online feedback survey. Overwhelmingly, the responses were positive with 
parents supportive of the school and our teachers. We value your feedback and suggestions as it helps us to reflect on our progress and 
gives us food for thought. Parents provided a few suggestions which we will look into for next year.  
 

One idea raised by a few parents was the introduction of a compulsory levy to assist in the maintenance of the school grounds. Maintaining 
our school grounds is an ongoing job and over the years, we have tried various methods to keep the grounds looking good. For many years, 
we have had a voluntary per family contribution as part of the annual parent payments to support this. Whilst the parents’ proposal may 
have merits, as a government school we are not actually allowed to enforce such a policy, we can only request parents contribute and ask for 
assistance through working bees, etc. You would have noticed that in the parent payment fees for 2019, the voluntary levy grounds is there 
once again. Yes, it remains optional but we appreciate parents contributing where they can so we can pay someone to keep on top of the 
mowing and weeding. 
 

I want to clarify why we do insist on all families paying for the Essential Items component of the parent payment form. Whilst the Act 
allows for the provision of ‘free instruction’ to all students, this does not include the provision of materials that students receive and need 
in order to participate in the education. Books, pens, pencils, paper, paint, access to online programs, use of Chromebooks, etc, aren’t part 
of ‘free instruction’ and therefore must be paid for by all families. When parents do not contribute, it disadvantages all students as it 
means funds for other programs in the school get redirected. Primary school parent payment fees are considerably cheaper than the fees 
for Kinder and the expense of books and materials for secondary school. For Wandin Yallock, the parent contribution for the bare minimum 
essential items your children need to access the quality education they receive, equates to only $5.25 per week –a small investment in your 
child’s future. At Wandin Yallock we prefer to order these materials in bulk on your behalf so as to ensure consistency in the classrooms 
and ease for parents. Other schools require families to source the materials themselves. If they don’t supply the materials, the students go 
without. This is not an approach I support, but it highlights the importance of parents contributing to what their children need. I thank you 
in advance for your support in this matter. If financial constraints mean payments can’t be made by the requested date, please speak to 
either myself or Veronica about alternative payment options – many parents prefer to pay off their Essential Items payments over the year 
in smaller instalments.  
 

At school Council last night, we approved the 2019 curriculum days. These days have been set as Tuesday 29th and Wednesday 30th January, 
Thursday 28th March and Friday June 7th. We have another curriculum day that we can use, and if needed, we will communicate this date to 
parents as soon as possible. This means all students F-6, begin on THURSDAY 31st January. Foundation students will attend part time, not 
attending Wednesdays for the first 5 weeks. They will attend full-time from Tuesday 12th March.  

Last week’s award recipients 
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I hope to see you all at our annual Christmas Picnic this Friday night. Festivities will begin at 6pm, with children to arrive no later than 
5.50pm. Students (and families) are encouraged to dress up with the festive spirit. Students will be singing carols, our music students will 
be performing and we will be presenting our end of year student awards – the Year 2 Jeanette Hodgson Memorial Award, the Year 4 
Bendigo Bank Award, the Year 6 Rotary Junior Citizenship Award and the School’s CARING Values Award. Our fundraising group also has a 
gift for all current and future students. I have also had confirmation from the North Pole that Santa can make a quick flight out to visit us.  
 

Finally, a reminder that students will be dismissed next Friday 21st at 1.30pm following our whole school assembly at 1pm. We hope to see 
you there.  
Trevor Vass, 

Principal 

OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENTS 
 

 

JOSH D.          F/1H 

Josh, Josh, Josh....where do I even begin to talk about your growth across the past year or even two years? 
To come from a quiet, timid boy to the confident, resilient little human you are today is extraordinary. 
When presenting to the class, you command attention. When you read aloud in focus groups, you use 
wonderful expression and confidence. When in social scenarios, you are calm and collected. You truly have 
grown out of sight and I am so thankful for having you in my grade for the past 2 years. I know that Mrs D 
is one lucky teacher as I know you will carry these wonderful qualities with you next year. Good luck Josh 
because, for you, the sky is not even the limit.  

 

 

FINN S.          F/1H 

Here before you is an incredible definition of a Grade 1 Leader. All year, Finn has taken the role very 
seriously and it has been a pleasure to watch him channel his strong personality in such a respectful way. He 
is always ready to offer a helping hand and be an incredible friend to make sure no one is feeling left out. I 
love watching him step up and assist the prep students with their work to make sure they are achieving the 
highest standard possible. I feel so lucky to have had Finn in my class for 2 years and be able to watch him 
grow in every single way. I have absolutely no doubt that he will smash Grade 2 and I look forward to seeing 
this growth continue. Aim for the moon Finn and if you miss, at least you will land in the stars.   

 

 

CAMERON B.         1/2S 
Cam! What a way to finish Grade 2. Congratulations on such a fantastic year. I’ve been proud of the way 
you’ve worked hard and persisted despite some of the challenges you have faced with your arm and your 
health! Cam has been extremely dedicated to his school work, ensuring that he caught up on activities he’d 
missed whilst he’d been away. Cam, I love that you are always so thoughtful and considerate to your 
classmates. You’ve been such a pleasure to teach for the past two years and I feel very lucky to have been 
your teacher! All the best for Grade 3, I know you will greet all the new opportunities with the same 
passion and motivation you’ve displayed throughout Grade 1 and 2!  

 

 

LOCHLAN L.         1/2S 
Lochie! It has been so wonderful seeing your confidence grow so much this year. It’s so nice seeing 
your personality shining through as you enjoy the final weeks of Grade 2. Lochie, was such a 
responsible leader at the Grade 2 Sleepover and he really enjoyed watching the movie and going on 
the possum search! Lochie has loved our inquiry this term and has been designing some excellent 
games with his group. Thanks for all your enthusiasm and great sense of humour Lochie. We’ve loved 
having you in 1/2S and I wish you all the best for Grade 3! 

 

 

JACK M.          5/6M 
Thank you Jack for being such a wonderful member of our Wandin Yallock community for the last 
seven years! Jack is a courteous and hard working member of our class, and he knows he can achieve 
some terrific outcomes when he puts his mind to it. It is a delight to hear the way Jack reads aloud 
with so much confidence and fluency. Jack is a real ‘all-rounder’ who excels at every sport that he 
turns his hand to. Maybe we will see Jack in the Aussie Cricket Team some day!  We all love your kind 
and friendly manner Jack…how very lucky Monbulk Secondary College is to have you next year! 

 

 

MICHELLE F.          5/6M 
Michelle can be very proud of the outstanding style with which she is finishing her final year of Primary 
School! Michelle gives every school activity 100%, always striving to do her very best. No matter what task 
is at hand, Michelle works like a beaver, and she never makes a fuss or bother about it! Michelle 
demonstrated her initiative and determination when she worked with Catherine to set up our classrooms 
this week. Michelle is a kind, respectful and friendly member of our class. We will all miss you next year 
Michelle…especially our Foundation students! I know you will be fabulous in Year 7! 
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ANGLICARE CHRISTMAS FOOD HAMPER-Please donate by 
14th December 

Junior School Council would like to thank 
everyone for their very generous donations to 
the Anglicare food hamper project. We have 
received many, many donations of food which will 

go a long way to helping some families over the Christmas period.  
Also, next Friday, the last day of school will 
be a casual dress day. Please bring a gold coin 
donation which go towards the World Vision 
sponsorship of our Village in Kenya.  
Thank you to the Wandin Yallock Community 
for your support of JSC projects this year. 
From Kira-Lee, Josh, Lina, Lilli, Renata, Bella, 
Caterina, Emanuel, Lochlan, Ella 
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